Versailles Garden, Paradise Island, Bahamas

MEN STATUE ON SIDE

This garden with its adjoining cloister is a “must “ see if you go to Paradise Island or Nassau.  It a formal garden with a long central axis, breathe taking vistas, and grassy terraces.  Abundant plantings of tropical trees and shrubs create a beautiful setting for statuary both old and new.  The cloister, across the street from the garden, looks down on a gazebo and the water with a view of Nassau harbor and New Providence Island.  Take a stroll in this splendid setting and enjoy one of the true treasures of Paradise Island.

In 1959 Huntington Hartford II, the A&P supermarket heir bought what was then known as Hog Island and renamed it Paradise Island.  He hoped to develop the island as a gambling center equal to Monte Carlo and built the Ocean Club Hotel and the adjoining Versailles Garden and Cloister.  Authorities claim that the garden was inspired by Louis XIV’s gardens at Versailles outside of Paris, France, and perhaps they were, but there is little resemblance.  Unlike the French Versailles gardens, this garden is intimate, peaceful, and much less pretentious.

LOVERS STATUE ON SIDE

As you enter the garden from the street the long central axis gives you an overview of what is to come.

LONG VIEW

A pool, the only water feature in the garden, is the home to some lovely blooms:

POOL

Lotus…

LOTUS

and water lilies of various colors.

WATER LILIES

Statues are placed in various places in the garden, reminiscent of the old formal gardens of Europe;

A 1920s bronze called “Mother and Child”…

MOTHER AND CHILD

A copy of an ancient statue of Hercules leaning on his club with his lion skin draped on his shoulder overlooks a lily pond.

HERCULES

Two of Hartford’s personal heroes in green niches on either side; Franklin Delanor Roosevelt  on one side, and… 

FDR

David Livingston on the other.

DAVID LIVINGSTON

Lush planting of interesting shrubs and trees abound.

WALL WITH OLEANDER

Across the street from the Versailles Garden is a cloister from an Augustinian monestery that was originally built in the 12th –13th centuries in Montrejau, France. Brought to the United States by American newspaper baron William Randolph Hearst in the 1920s, it was sold to Hartford who had it rebuilt in 1968 on Paradise Island by Castremanne.  The process was slow and laborious because no instructions accompanied the pieces.

CLOISTER LONG VIEW

Golden yellow hibiscus is planted on the front side of the cloister.

HIBISCUS

The cloister is roofless but is adorned with a classical style statue and complementary plantings.

INTERIOR AND STATUE OF CLOISTER

A long view to the Nassau harbor and New Providence Island greets the visitors to the cloister.

VIEW TO SEE

A gazebo, popular for weddings, sits on the slope to the harbor.

GAZEBO

The Versailles Gardens and Cloisters, owned by the Ocean Club Hotel, are located n the eastern side of Paradise Island about 15 minutes by foot from the Atlantis Hotel.  Entrance is free and open to the public although a bad tempered man will chase you away if you get too close to the Ocean Club Hotel.  This a great garden and well worth a visit! 

He also acquired and installed the Cloisters, a 14th-century FrenchAugustinian monastery originally purchased and dismantled by William Randolph Hearst in the 1920s.
From a stone at the cloisters

This monastery was built in the XII-XIII cent. 
in Montrejau, France by the Augustinian order
It was rebuilt in 1968 
by J.J. Castremanne for 
H. Hartford
Arch. J.L. Volk
Inspired by Louis XIV’s gardens at Versailles, Wenner-Gren initiated the landscaping, and Harford completed it.  Grassy terraces stretch for a quarter mile in an unbroken vista; shadey niches off the terraces shelter bronze statues, not of Venus or Apollo, but of David Livingston and FDR, two of Hartford’s hero.   There are also statues of napoleon and Josephine, Hercules, and a 1920 bronze called mother and Child.  From the garden’s highest terrace you can cross Paradise island Drive to the Cloisters.  Brought from a monastery ear Lourdes, France, by the American newspaper baron William Randolf hearst, the pieces of this 14th century cloister languished in crates in Florida until Hartford purchased them.  Hartford had the Cloisters reconstructed stone by stone, a process which took a year because there were no instructions.

Today the graceful columns and worn, delicately carved capitals form approximately the same serene square they did in France, though now roofless, with manicured grass growing between the paving stones.  It is a romantic spot and serves as the ideal setting for wedding pictures of countless Nassauvians.  The Cloisters overlook the eastern end of Nassau harbor, with new Providence Island visible across the water.

The Versailles Gardens, Nassau is one of the most popular attractions in Nassau. There are statues of notable historical and mythological figures which fill the stone garden. One will find marble and bronze figures of Hercules, Napoleon and Josephine, and President Franklin Delano Roosevelt as well as other luminaries.

The Paradise Island was once owned by the name Huntington Hartford. He purchased a collection of cloisters and statues from an estate in California, which were brought from France. These were brought to Versailles Gardens, Nassau. There were kept in a random fashion until 1962, when Jean Castre-Manne was employed by Huntington for reassembling the pieces in Gardens.

The pieces found in the Versailles Gardens, Nassau are a collection of statues as well as art fragments. These pieces goes back from the 12th century. The arrangements of these pieces may seem a bit random as they were not arranged according to the original plan. Also to be found in the garden is some unique flowers and plants and also a small temple which faces the ocean. There is a gazebo which overlooks the Nassau harbor and is often used for weddings as well as other events.

One can reach Versailles Gardens, Nassau by traveling to Paradise Island. It is located on the eastern part of the island and it takes around 15 minutes on foot from the Atlantis resort. The garden is situated in the land belonging to the Ocean Club Hotel, though guests of the hotel have no access to it. The Versailles Gardens, Nassau is among the most popular tourist attractions of the Paradise Island.

From a stone at the cloisters

This monastery was built in the XII-XIII cent. 
in Montrejau, France by the Augustinian order
It was rebuilt in 1968 
by J.J. Castremanne for 
H. Hartford
Arch. J.L. Volk
Wooded groves, ponds, and marble statues are patterned after the historic Versailles Gardens of King Louis XIV of France.  In the center of a lily pond is a life size state of Hercules carved during the 12th century.  Sculptures of Franklin Delano Roosevelt and David Livingstone, a Scottish missionary and explorer, flank the statue.  The two men were heroes of Huntington Hartford II who had the statues installed when he owned the island.

While you may feel that locating inexpensive attractions in the Bahamas can be difficult, one of the most popular garden attractions is completely free of charge and open 24 hours a day. The Versailles Gardens is a lovely addition to any Paradise Island tour, and one of the best free Paradise Island attractions.

The entirety of Paradise Island was once owned by a man named Huntington Hartford, who purchased a set of Cloisters and statues from an estate in California, originally purchased from France and brought them to Versailles Garden in the Bahamas. The pieces did not arrive at the Versailles Garden with any instruction on their original arrangement or set up, and it wasn't until 1962 that Huntington employed Jean Castre-Manne to reassemble the pieces in the Versailles Gardens.

The pieces themselves are a collection of statues and art fragments dating from the 12th century. As mentioned above, the arrangement of the pieces themselves throughout the Versailles Gardens may feel a bit random, since they are not necessarily arranged according to their original intentions. The Versailles Gardens also feature some unique flowers and plants, as well as a small temple facing the ocean and a gazebo facing Nassau Harbor that is often used for weddings and other events.

To reach Versailles Gardens, you will need to travel to Paradise Island. The garden is on the eastern part of the Island, about 15 minutes on foot from the Atlantis Resort. The gardens are located on a piece of property that is now owned by the Ocean Club hotel, but access is not limited to guests of the hotel and this site remains one of the most popular Paradise Island attractions. Before or after taking your Paradise Island tour of the gardens, you will also have time to stroll to the beach or view other Paradise Island attractions.

