Crucifixion Thorn (Colletia hystrix)

Crucifixion thorn is a deciduous large shrub or small tree native to Chili and Argentina where it grows in poor dry soils. It belongs to the buckthorn family ( Rhamnaceae )  which includes California lilac (Ceanothus ).The leaves are very small and sparse but gray-green spines 1 ½” long thickly cover the branches.  In late summer to autumn small clusters of white to pink fragrant tubular flowers grow directly from the stems and are attractive to butterflies and bees.  Because of its drought tolerance and ability to fix nitrogen in the soil, crucifixion thorn is a good choice for trouble spots with  dry lean soil.  

Type: Deciduous large shrub or small tree

Outstanding Feature: Sculptural quality;  fragrant flowers

Form: Upright, spreding

Growth Rate: Slow

Bloom: Small, tubular, fragrant flowers areproduced in clusters directly from the stem in late summer to autumn.

Size: 13’ H x 13’ W

Light: Full sun

Soil: Lean to fertile, well-drained, sandy

Hardiness:  Zones 7-10

Care: Low maintenance

Pests and Diseases: Trouble free

Propagation: Semi-ripe cuttings of side shoots in late summer

Slow growing

olletia hystrix, the Crucifixion Thorn, is a large shrub or small tree from Chile and Argentina where it grows in very arid areas characterised by low rainfall and low fertility. It is something a bit different... a large bushy plant that is entirely spiny, its leaves entirely absent. Because of this rather antisocial behaviour it does need a large space in which to grow so that - undistracted by the dangers of bumping into it - you can start to appreciate its subtle charms. Not least of these are its flowers: produced in the autumn they are a dense riot of highly-fragrant blooms that the bees and butterflies go mad for. Its deep tubular flowers and prominent stigma seem particularly attractive to the butterflies. There is some species variability in the flowers colour which can range from white through pink to pinkish-red but the form we sell are consistently white with a touch of rose-pink on the unopened buds. They are gorgeous and the over-powering scent from such a prickly thing is one of botany's delightful incongruities.

Another curious charecteristic of Colletia is that it is one of a relatively small group of non-leguminous plants that fix nitrogen in the soil. Together with its extraordinary ability to survive extremes of drought this makes it in a ideal choice for planting where the soil is poor and dry or the area is subjected to long periods of low rainfall.

Often listed as Colletia armata, Colletia hystrix is its correct name.

Colletia is a genus of flowering plants in the family Rhamnaceae, with 15 to 17 species of spiny shrubs. All species of this genus are native to southern South America. They are non-legume nitrogen fixers.
· Other common namesBristly colletia

· GenusColletia are spiny deciduous shrubs with sparse leaves and small, fragrant, tubular flowers in late summer or autumn

· FamilyRhamnaceae / Rhamnaceae

· SpeciesC. hystrix is an almost leafless bushy shrub to 3m tall and wide, the grey-green stems bearing many sharp, rigid spines to 4cm long; tiny, fragrant white flowers open in small clusters on the spines in late summer and early autumn

· Plant rangeChile, Argentina

9 suppliers
Characteristics

· FoliageDeciduous

· HabitBushy

· FragranceFlower

Colour

Colour in Autumn

· 
flower

Colour in Summer
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flower

Sunlight
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Full Sun

· AspectSouth-facing or West-facing

· ExposureSheltered

Soil
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Sand
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Chalk
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Loam

· MoistureWell-drained

· SoilSand, Chalk, Loam

· pHAlkaline, Neutral

Size

· Ultimate height

2.5-4 metres

· Ultimate spread

2.5-4 metres

· Time to ultimate height

10-20 years

How to grow

CultivationGrow in moderately fertile, well-drained soil in full sun, sheltered from cold, dry winds

PropagationPropagate by semi-ripe cuttings of short sideshoots in late summer

Suggested planting locations and garden typesBanks and Slopes Flower borders and beds Wall-side Borders Architectural City & Courtyard Gardens Coastal Cottage & Informal Garden Mediterranean Climate Plants Patio & Container Plants

How to care

PruningPruning group 1; can tolerate moderately hard pruning

PestsGenerally trouble free
DiseasesGenerally trouble free
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Colletia hystrix Rosea - as can be seen - is a very thorny shrub, which has pretty pink flowers in autumn. The plant is virtually devoid of 'normal' foliage.

As a physical barrier against unwanted intruders, the Colletia stand alone! The spikes are as vicious as they look.

Colletia hystrix is late summer to autumn flowering, and from a distance it is a pink haze. The flowers - whilst not individually large - or spectacular - are plentiful. The Colletia will grow almost anywhere, and as its lack of normal foliage suggests, it is quite happy in dry places.

Propagation and Pruning.
Prune - with care and good gloves - in late winter spring if needed. Clipping, rather than pruning, is successful for a bushy shrub. If it gets out of hand - it will grow to a couple of metres or so - then a hard prune will be tolerated.
Cuttings should be taken with care! Short shoots in late summer normally root quite successfully.

