Heterothece villosa Hairy Goldaster

Hairy goldaster, is a herbaceous perennial native to North America from Canada to southern California, east to Texas, Nebraska, and Wisconsin.  It grows in open sunny dry sites forming clumps covered from summer to fall with daisy-like flower heads 1-1 1/2” inches across that are attractive to butterflies and bees.  The flower heads are borne at the tips of the stems and are composed of golden yellow ray and disc flowers that produce different seeds, a unique characteristic that gave the plant its genus name, Heterotheca (hetero= different, theca=case).  The gray-green leaves are narrow, alternate, entire, and one to two inches long.  Both the leaves and stems are hairy, hence the specific name villosa.  Hairy goldaster is variable and at least nine varieties have been distinguished.  It is drought tolerant once established and is an excellent choice for naturalistic plantings  .  A former genus name, Chrysopsis (chysos=golden, opsis=bearing) refered to the color of the flower heads. 

Type: Herbaceous perennial

Bloom: Golden yellow daisy-like flower heads from summer into fall

Size: 1-5’ H x 1- 4’ W

Light: Full sun; tolerates part sun

Soil: Average-lean, sandy, medium moist to dry, well-drained

Hardiness: Zones 5-9

Care: Cut down after blooming

Pests and Diseases: None of significance

Propagation: Seed; division

Companion plants: Ornamental grasses such as fountain grass, goldenrod, Gaillardia, Azure sage
Hetero" is Greek for "different" and "theca" for "case", referring to the differing seeds produced by the ray and disk flowers.  This is an unusual characteristic, for many other Sunflowers produce identical seeds from both the outer ray flowers and the inner disk flowers.
    Heterotheca villosa was first collected by Thomas Nuttall "on the Missouri" and was named Amellus villosus by Frederick Pursh in 1814.  Nuttall renamed the plantChrysopsis villosa in 1836 and Shinners moved this species to the Heterothecagenus in 1951.
Other: The genus name, “Chrysopsis”, is from "chrysos" which means "golden," and “opsis” which means “bearing a resemblance or appearance” referring to the golden color of the flower heads. The genus name, “Heterotheca”, is from the Greek “hetero” meaning “different” and “theke” meaning “ovary”, referring to the unlike achenes of the ray and disk florets. The species name, “villosa”, means “soft-hairy” and refers to the gray hairs on the leaves and stems. The variety name, “hispida”, means “rough, with bristly hairs”.

	
Alternate name: Hairy False Golden-aster

Family: Asteraceae, Aster view all from this family
Description Native subshrub or herbaceous perennial. 
Habit: mounded; erect or spreading; up to 50 leafy stems covered with rough, grayish hairs.
Height: 6-16 in (16-40 cm) or more.
Leaf: gray-green, alternate; with variable dimensions, but roughly oblong, pointed or rounded.
Flower: yellow, daisy-like, 1-1.5 in (25-38 mm) wide; usually 10-38 oblong, rounded rays around a prominent disk; in branched clusters.

Flower May to October.

Habitat Open, sunny sites: plains, rocky slopes, cliffs; from low elevations into coniferous forests; also cultivated.

Range Native to North America from Canada to southern California; east to Texas, Nebraska, and Wisconsin; south into Mexico.

Discussion Also known as: hairy false goldenaster. Listed as threatened in Indiana. This plant differs widely and has 9 accepted varieties. The plants known collectively as golden asters (Heterotheca sp. and Chrysopsis sp.), distinguished by their hairiness, are so common in the West that they are difficult to overlook. They are everywhere in dry places, often in very showy displays.


Golden-aster stems often sprawl on the ground, forming clumps 6-20 in. tall depending on moisture. The narrow, gray-green leaves of this perennial are covered with short hairs. Numerous, many-petaled, yellow, aster-like flowers occur atop the branched stems.

Self-seeds may be invasive.
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PLANT CHARACTERISTICS

Duration: Perennial 
Habit: Herb 
Leaf: Gray-Green 
Flower: 
Fruit: 
Size Class: 1-3 ft. 


BLOOM INFORMATION

Bloom Color: Yellow 
Bloom Time: Jun , Jul , Aug , Sep , Oct 


DISTRIBUTION

USA: CO , IA , ID , IL , IN , KS , MI , MN , MT , ND , NE , OR , SD , WA , WY 
Canada: AB , BC , MB , SK 
Native Distribution: B.C. to s.w. IN, s. to CA & TX 
Native Habitat: Sandy prairies; brushy sites; open slopes 


GROWING CONDITIONS

Water Use: Medium 
Light Requirement: Sun 
Soil Moisture: Dry 
CaCO3 Tolerance: Low 
Soil Description: Sandy soils. 
Conditions Comments: Self-seeds in cultivation and may be invasive. 


BENEFIT

Conspicuous Flowers: yes
Attracts: Butterflies 


PROPAGATION

Description: Seeds germinate well. Tip cuttings in vermiculite will root in a heated frame. 
Seed Collection: Not Available 
Seed Treatment: Germination can be increased to 100% following stratification but germination is quite high without treatment. 
Commercially Avail: yes

HAIRY GOLDEN ASTER - A grasslands native perennial hardy in zone 3-8. Lemon to golden yellow daisy blooms on medium green hairy leaves. Stems growing to 24" tall and 12-20" wide. Likes sun to lt shade. Great in dry to sandy soil, drought tolerant. Very long blooming from mid-summer thru fall. Attractive to butterflies.

A clumping perennial with hairy leaves and golden, daisy-like flowers from early summer to fall. Plants appear as if crusted with gold, and are an excellent addition to natural borders, wild gardens and native plant collections. Adaptable and durable, this aster is best with a seasonal shearing. Hardy to 0F. Western North America, our parent material is from Pt. Reyes, California.

Perennial
ZONES

4a-10b

SIZE

H:24"-36"

W:12"-15"

GROWING CONDITIONS

SOIL NEEDS:

Average, Poor/Lean

WATER NEEDS:

Occasional, Drought Tolerant

SUN EXPOSURE:

Sun, Part Sun

FEATURES

FLOWERS:

Yellow

FOLIAGE:

Deciduous, Green, Velvety / Woolly / Fuzzy

WILDLIFE:

Bees, Butterflies

FLOWERING TIME:

Summer, Fall

· Stem: perennial; 3’ to 4’ tall; hairy; often several stems from a single root crown.
· Leaves: alternate, oval, with tapering bases and pointed tips; 2” by 3/8”, plants in northwest Iowa have smaller leaves, 3/4” by 3/32”; hairy above and below.

· Inflorescence: single heads at the tips of leafy stems.

· Heads: yellow rays and disk flowers; head about 1” across; flowering over a long period from late June to late August.

· Fruits: “seeds” (fruits) 3/16” long with 1/4” plumes; fruiting begins after mid-July.

· Habitat: very infrequent with a very restricted range in Iowa; on rocky and sandy prairies.

· Notes: Heterotheca villosa is highly variable with several varieties described. See Gleason and Cronquist (1991) for details.

